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subject children to the fairy tale material of our own times and 
knowledge." "The fairy tales and wonders of science" will 
never (as far as my experience of children goes) compete with the 
fairy tales of our childhood. First, it is only in very rare cases 
that the audience will be led by them into the realms of the ideal. 
And, secondly, as far as teachers are concerned, we freely confess 
we are "beings of but dim and bounded faculties," so that the 
majority of us will be quite unable to utilize the fairy land of sci- 
ence as a means of ethical stimulus. This is, however, a minor 
detail in a work of substantial value. I may add that the author, 
although not an Herbartian fanatic, has given us a remarkably 
clear exposition of the views of Herbart and his school. 

W. J. Greenstreet. 
Marling School, Stroud. 

The Great Didactic of John Amos Comenius. Now for the first 
time Englished. With Introductions, Biographical and Histori- 
cal, by M. W. Keatinge, B.A. Adam & Charles Black, 1896. 

Considering that the sum of the volume before us occupies no 
less than one-third of the life of Comenius by Professor Laurie, it 
is extremely doubtful if the above translation was a necessary un- 
dertaking. Be that as it may, the translation is clear and read- 
able. The introductory matter is excellent, the sections dealing 
with the historical environment of Comenius being of great inter- 
est. The essence of the teaching of Comenius was his doctrine 
that the final end of all training of the young is morals and re- 
ligion. From this stand-point he never varied, although in the 
later editions of the " Janua" he cast to the winds the main points 
brought out in the " Great Didactic." And what an ideal was his ! 
" That only I call a school which is truly officina hominutn, where 
minds are instructed in wisdom to penetrate all things, where their 
souls and their affections are guided to the universal harmony of 
the virtues, and hearts are allured to divine love." It is worth 
noting that this ideal of harmonizing the work and methods of the 
school with morality and religion is amplified in a later treatise, 
"Paradisus Juventuti Christianse Reducendus," abounding with 
quaint conceits and forced analogies between the school and the 
Garden of Eden. 

W. J. Greenstreet. 



